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As the political landscape in Meru heats 

up ahead of the 2027 gubernatorial 

elections, the stage is set for an 

extraordinary showdown between four 

prominent leaders: the impeached Governor 

Kawira Mwangaza, former Governor Peter 

Munya, former Agriculture Cabinet Secretary 

Mithika Linturi, and Senator Kathuri Murungi. 

Each of these candidates is bringing a unique 

b l end  o f  expe r i ence ,  ambi t ion ,  and 

determination to a race that promises to 

captivate voters and observers alike

.

Mwangaza's Political Fate Hangs in the 

Balance

At the heart of the contest is Mwangaza, whose 

political destiny teeters on the brink of 

uncertainty as legal battles concerning her 

recent impeachment unfold. 

Depending on the outcome of court rulings, 

Mwangaza could either reclaim her seat or face 

significant political setbacks. 

Political analyst Prof Gitile Naituli provides 

valuable insights into the unfolding political 

d r a m a ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i f  M w a n g a z a ' s 

impeachment is upheld, Munya would likely 

emerge as the frontrunner. Conversely, he 

emphasizes that if she prevails in court, her 

chances of retaining her position would 

significantly improve. 

“She has mastered the art of endearing herself 

to the masses. Therefore, dislodging her 

through the ballot is difficult,” Prof. Naituli 

underscores.

According to politician Mike Makarina, 

Mwangaza will survive the impeachment at the 

courts and defend her seat in 2027.

Mwangaza has proven adept at winning the 

hearts of the electorate through grassroots 

mobilization and community-oriented 

initiatives. 

With her ongoing “Okolea” relief program, 

she's attempting to bolster her image as a 

compassionate leader dedicated to sustainable 

change. 

But while Mwangaza enjoys good support 

among the masses, she faces the uphill task of 

clearing her name in the courts and delivering 

tangible development ahead of the 2027 

elections.

The embattled governor's recent public 

appearances portray a self-assured candidate 

ready to tackle her opponents head-on. 

“I have heard Munya call me names for 

donating boots and mattresses to the needy. He 

is so selfish and is only known for going to the 

people empty-handed. I'm not here to showboat 

but to empower the community,” Mwangaza 

told off her political rival in a recent political 

campaign.

She further dismissed both Munya and Linturi 

as failed leaders, asserting that they had 

nothing to show for their past leadership roles.

Munya' s  Confidence  and  Growing 

Campaign Network

On the other side of the political spectrum 

stands former Governor Peter Munya, who, 

despite his previous tenure, is rallying support 

under the PNU banner. 

Munya is adamant that Meru has suffered under 

Mwangaza's leadership and has taken it upon 

himself to restore the region's glory. 

“Since I left in 2017, there has been no much 

work done by the governors. What happened to 

the work we started in 2013? The resources 

increased, but nothing is happening in Meru,” 

Munya stated, brimming with confidence as he 

commenced his 2027 campaign early in 

August.

Munya's extensive grassroots strategy includes 

opening PNU branch offices across the county 

to galvanize support. 

He boldly claims to enjoy a staggering “70 

percent approval rating” and is positioning 

himself as the candidate best suited to resolve 

the issues currently plaguing Meru.

His challenge, however, lies in overcoming 

varied perceptions. 

M u n y a  a c c u s e s 

Mwangaza of running 

down the county saying 

her relief programme 

dubbed Okolea does 

not offer sustainable 

solutions.

 “We assisted Kawira 

Mwangaza in winning 

the election because we 

believed she would be a 

better leader. However, 

she has failed. We want 

to fix the problems she 

h a s  c r e a t e d , ”  h e 

asserted, underlining 

h i s  c r i t i q u e s  o f 

Mwangaza's governance.

Linturi's Resilience and 

Growing Alliances

Fresh off a commendable 

second-place finish in the 

p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n s , 

Mithika Linturi is equally 

c o n fi d e n t  a b o u t  h i s 

political prospects for 

2027.

 He, too, has declared 

M w a n g a z a  a  f a i l e d 

governor, stating, “My eyes are fixed on the 

ball. If anyone thinks that I will not win the 

Meru governor seat in 2027, they are 

dreaming." 

Linturi is working to amass 

support by aligning with 

former MCAs as part of his 

c a m p a i g n  c r e w , 

exemplifying the power of 

alliances in Meru's political 

landscape.

Confident in his late entry 

into the previous elections, 

Linturi emphasized the 

strategic advantage he now 

possesses. 

“I view my dismissal from 

the cabinet as a blessing in 

disguise. This is because it 

will give me sufficient time 

to look for votes. In 2022, I 

joined the race three months 

to the election and became 

number two. I now have three more months to 

prepare. In every cloud, there is a silver lining,” 

he explained, projecting an optimistic vision 

for his campaign. 

Linturi has ramped up visibility through 

aggressive marketing strategies, such as 

partnering with boda boda riders and billboard 

advertisements, seeking to make his presence 

felt across all corners of Meru.

Kathuri: The Unclear Contender

Senator Kathuri Murungi, on the other hand, 

remains a somewhat enigmatic 

figure in this political puzzle. 

While his “Gakobia oversight” 

s t r a t e g y  a n d  K a m a s h i n a n i 

foundation act ivi t ies  suggest 

aspirations for higher office, he has 

y e t  t o  m a k e  a  d e fi n i t i v e 

announcement about his intentions 

for the 2027 race. 

Political commentators speculate 

that Murungi could emerge as a 

formidable contender should he 

choose to enter the fray. 

Prof. Naituli notes that while it's not 

typically easy for a new entrant to 

break into Meru's political 

scene, Murungi's existing 

connections and influence in 

the region could grant him the traction needed 

to become a serious competitor.

“Since Munya and Linturi come from the same 

region, they will split the vote and give 

Mwangaza an easy win. On the other hand, if 

Kathuri Murungi vies, he would give the two a 

run for their money,” Prof Naituli says

As political temperatures rise, Meru is poised 

for an unprecedented electoral showdown and 

voters will be faced with a crucial choice in 

2027. 

It remains to be seen who among the four 

political bigwigs will survive the murky 

political waters, make it to the ballot and win 

the hearts of the electorate.

According to Prof Naituli the race will be a 

tight competition among the four politicians. 

He notes that Munya and Linturi may likely 

split the vote, potentially giving Mwangaza an 

easier path to victory. However, if Kathuri 

Murungi enters the race, he could also 

significantly impact the dynamics. 

Prof. Naituli adds that while Linturi had strong 

support from the Igembe region, the higher 

voter turnout from the Imenti region, where 

Mwangaza hails from, could prove crucial in 

the upcoming election. 

All eyes will undoubtedly be on this unfolding 

poli t ical  drama as the 2027 elect ion 

approaches.
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By Rugendo Antony

As Kawira fights for her political survival in courts, Munya, Linturi, and Kathuri prepare to unseat her 

Senator Kathuri Murungi (right) chats with former Meru County Governor 

Peter Munya at a past event

Former CSs Mithika Linturi and Peter Munya shake hands when the latter

 was handing over the Agriculture docket in 2022  

Linturi and Kathuri prior to the 2022 election campaign  
Governor Kawira meets Linturi at a past event   
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CAPITAL SACCO LTD

Meru -   0703 770 801
Ga�mbi - 0703 766 016
Kinoro - 0703 769 039

Kionyo -  0703 769 848
 

Mitunguu - 0703 769 460

Chaaria - 0703 770 696

Nairobi - 0729 267 393

Kanyakine - 0703 770 760

Nkubu - 0703 770 361

Kiangua -  0703 770 606

Timau - 0703 766 521

Kangeta - 0706 715 824

Kibirichia - 0703 766 534

Igoji - 0703 770 739

Githongo - 0703 770 743Our branches

As the holiday season approaches, the 

spirit of giving is in the air, and there's 

no better way to celebrate than by 

securing your financial future while standing a 

chance to win spectacular prizes! 

Unlock the potential of your savings with 

Capital Sacco and discover how your 

investment in shares could transform this 

Christmas into an unforgettable celebration.

                     Invest in Joy!

Join the ranks of savvy savers and become part 

of Capital Sacco's innovative Pepea Na Capital 

Sacco Shares Promotion.

Since its exciting launch on March 23, 2024, at 

the breathtaking Gatimene Gardens in North 

Imenti, this campaign has blossomed into a 

golden opportunity for members to increase 

their share capital and unlock an array of 

extraordinary rewards.

Imagine celebrating this Christmas in style, 

cruising down the road in a brand-new Toyota 

Probox! For just Sh100 per share, every 

investment elevates your chances of winning 

prizes such as fridges, TVs, laptops, shopping 

vouchers, and even dairy cows.

 Forget about ordinary festivities; this year 

could be your chance to make lasting memories 

filled with excitement and joy!

            

             A  secure future awaits you

Looking for even more ways to grow your 

savings safely? Capital Sacco's Fixed Deposit 

Account offers guaranteed returns with flexible 

terms tailored to your goals. 

Join Capital Sacco today and take control of 

your financial journey! Don't let this golden 

opportunity pass you by. Embrace a season 

filled with promises, possibilities, and 

prosperity. 

Take part in the Pepea Na Capital Sacco Shares 

Promotion, and who knows? That dream car, 

fridge, or gift card could be yours this festive 

season!

Win big this Christmas by investing in Capital Sacco shares

1. Dream big: The Pepea Na Capital Sacco promotion turns the ordinary into extraordinary!

Our weekly draws featuring real winners showcase the fulfillment of dreams. 

Just last week, we celebrated 11 lucky members who proved that participating

in this promotion pays off.

2. Consistent rewards: Our promotion is a festive celebration that keeps on giving! 

From weekly to grand draws, every share increases your chances 

of claiming life-changing prizes. Plus, our annual dividend rate of 

15% ensures that your financial investment is equally rewarding.

3. Easy participation: Ready to jump in? It's simple! Use our Paybill number 520100 and 

submit your Shares Account Number or visit any of our branches or 

agents nearby. Your journey to financial empowerment is just a few 

steps away!

As we celebrate this joyful season, the Board of  Management, CEO, and staff  of  

Capital Sacco extend warm wishes for a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year to our cherished members and their families. 

May this festive season bring you joy, peace, and an abundance of  blessings. Thank 

you for your continued trust and support. 

Together, let’s embrace the spirit of  giving and renew our commitment to building a 

brighter financial future for all. 

                                                                          

                                                                   Happy  Holidays!

 Merry Christmas from Capital Sacco!

Why Capital Sacco is your best bet:

Capital Sacco Board members cut a cake during this

year’s customer service week

Capital Sacco staff members pose for a photo as they 

commemorated the customer service week   

Advertising feature

tel:0708843287
tel:0703766016
tel:0703769039
tel:0703769848
tel:0703769848
tel:0703769460
tel:0703770696
tel:0729267393
tel:0703770760
tel:0703770361
tel:0703770606
tel:0703770606
tel:0703766521
tel:0706715824
tel:0703766534
tel:0703770739
tel:0703769460
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Business CAPITAL SACCO LTD
Meru Governor Kawira Mwangaza meets Capital Sacco CEO 
while assessing the Saccos products during Ushirika Day fete 

Shocking twist in Tharaka Nithi Governor's fraud case: Whistleblowers outraged as prosecution suddenly seeks to withdraw charges

As the global community observes 

the 16 Days of Activism, a non-

governmental organization dubbed 

Fits for Future is ramping up its efforts to 

raise awareness about the significance of this 

important campaign.

Speaking at Kiang'ondu Primary School in 

Chuka the Organization's Executive Director 

Jessi Mugambi called on residents to shun 

gender-based violence.

Mugambi highlighted the organization's 

unwavering commitment to engaging the 

local community in a variety of activities 

aimed at eradicating gender-based violence 

(GBV) and harmful practices such as female 

genital mutilation (FGM).

“The holiday season often sees a troubling 

rise in FGM cases, which is unacceptable in 

today's society,” he stated.

Additionally, he emphasized the need to 

confront femicide and collaborate with 

government agencies and other NGOs to 

ensure women's safety and advance gender 

equality.

“In our advocacy, we are also focusing on the 

rights of the boy child, who is frequently 

overlooked in these discussions. Our aim is to 

ensure that the 16 Days of Activism lead to 

tangible changes within our community,” 

Mugambi remarked.

Assistant County Commissioner Wilfred 

Odhiambo acknowledged that GBV is a 

pervasive issue in Tharaka Nithi, nationwide, 

and globally.

“Women are disproportionately affected by 

GBV, and it is concerning that hardly a week 

goes by without reports of mistreatment or 

even murder of women. We must work 

towards creating a society where mothers and 

daughters  can l ive  wi thout  fear  of 

harassment,” Odhiambo stated.

He urged the community to reject harmful 

cultural practices and to foster a culture of 

equality and mutual respect.

Odhiambo also emphasized the importance 

of women's empowerment, asserting that 

financial independence can play a crucial role 

in helping women escape abusive situations.

“Women need to be empowered to live 

independently rather than relying solely on 

men for their livelihoods,” he stressed.

Beatrice Kathomi, Chief Officer for Gender, 

Children, and Social Services in Tharaka 

Nithi County, underscored the necessity of 

community awareness and action against 

GBV.

“Educating the community about GBV is 

essential, along with informing victims of 

their rights to seek help at hospitals and 

receive free services from the GBV desk,” 

Kathomi emphasized.

She also called on parents to be vigilant about 

their children's activities during the holidays, 

warn ing  aga ins t  expos ing  them to 

inappropriate content through technology.

“Children learn by imitation, and it is our duty 

to guide them towards positive behaviors,” 

Kathomi advised.

This year's campaign for the 16 Days of 

Activism seeks to foster a collective effort to 

eliminate gender-based violence and 

cultivate a safe, equitable society for 

everyone.

...from page 2

The National and County Government 

of Meru has launched an awareness 

campaign across several streets in 

Meru town, focusing on the dangers of drug 

ignorance, poor hygiene, and inadequate 

nutrition that contribute to antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR).

The team, led by County Health Promotion 

Officer Susan Muthoni, Director of Public 

Health Dr. Joshua Meme, and Dr. Lilian 

Kaloki, urged residents to heed doctors' 

instructions and adhere strictly to prescribed 

medications.

The medics emphasized that many lifestyles' 

diseases stem from patients' negligence, 

including not completing prescribed drug 

courses and failing to maintain good hygiene 

and proper diets.

“Some individuals unknowingly introduce 

h a r m f u l  c h e m i c a l s  i n t o  t h e i r 

bodies—whether through improperly 

spraying crops or consuming fruits 

that haven't met safety guidelines. 

Poor hygiene practices, such as 

failing to wash hands or fruits, can 

also lead to serious health risks. 

We must take responsibility for 

our health,” Kaloki stated during 

the public awareness walk.

According to the World Health 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W H O ) , 

antimicrobial resistance is a global 

health crisis impacting human and 

animal health, food production, 

and the environment. It occurs 

when bacteria, viruses, fungi, and 

parasites evolve and become 

resistant to treatments, making 

infections harder to manage and 

increasing the risk of severe illness 

and death.

The primary goal of this campaign is 

to increase public awareness and 

encourage proactive measures to 

combat the spread of AMR. The 

medics want to inform residents that 

antimicrobial resistance can 

arise from both intrinsic and 

extrinsic factors when microbes outsmart the 

medications meant to treat them.

Medics raise awareness on drug ignorance, resistance in Meru

National and County Government medical staff during the antimicrobial resistance awareness in Meru  town streets.  

          Photo/Gerald Mukembu

By Gerald Mukembu

Organization intensifies fight against Gender-Based Violence in Tharaka Nithi
By Christine Ngitori

Executive Director Jessi Mugambi addressing the residents.     Photo/Christine Ngitori

Medics take a road walk during the antimicrobial awareness 

campaign

A Meru County medical staff displays a placard containing 

antimicrobial awareness campaign messages
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In an electrifying demonstration of 

ambition and community spirit, Yetu 

Sacco has held a Special General Meeting 

that set the stage for an exhilarating 2025, 

unveiling a monumental budget of Sh1.4 

billion ahead of the new year.

Led by CEO Dennis Kirimi and Chairperson 

Mark Gitonga,  the meet ing was a 

ce l eb ra t i on  o f  t he  o rgan i za t i on ' s 

unprecedented evolution with an expected 

33% growth in the year 2025.

“Today, we're not just talking numbers; 

we're celebrating a vision -a roadmap 

towards creating an even more robust 

financial society,” Kirimi proclaimed in an 

atmosphere that  was charged with 

excitement and optimism.

His words were met with enthusiastic 

applause, reflecting the Sacco's confidence 

in its ability to generate a projected profit of 

Sh1.4 billion against expenses of Sh765 

million. Plans to distribute Sh547 million in 

dividends further cemented the Sacco's 

commitment to its members.

The excitement continued as Kirimi provided 

updates on their  new state-of-the-art 

headquarters, an architectural marvel with 

unique underground parking.

“Phase one, featuring five floors of premier 

office space, is complete,” Kirimi noted, 

emphasizing the building's role in 

enhancing member services.

“We are not just building a head office; we 

are establishing a central hub for our 

community, one that embodies our 

mission,” he added

A landmark announcement was the 

launch of the Yetu Foundation, aimed at 

supporting education for students from 

underprivileged backgrounds and other 

charitable activities.

“This foundation signifies our promise to 

give back and improve lives,” Kirimi 

explained, a commitment that resonated with 

attendees.

Chairman Mark Gitonga expressed heartfelt 

gratitude to the members for their unwavering 

support.

“Our Sacco is not just for farmers; it is a diverse 

community filled with individuals from all 

walks of life,” he proudly stated, highlighting 

the organization's role in empowering many to 

educate their children and build homes.

As the holiday season approach, Gitonga 

encouraged dil igent  saving and wise 

investments, reminding members that prudent 

financial decisions today ensure a brighter 

tomorrow.

Kirimi added to the excitement by announcing 

plans to open a new branch in Maua next year, 

responding to the Sacco's growing demand.

Despite the celebrations, Gitonga reminded 

members of the responsibilities that come with 

growth. He stressed the importance of making 

informed decisions during the upcoming Sacco 

elections, urging members to choose capable 

leaders who can navigate challenges 

effectively.

“Together, we stand at the brink of significant 

changes. Our unity and foresight will usher us 

into a new era,” he concluded.

Yetu Sacco unveils ambitious blueprint for prosperity with bold 2025 vision

Yetu Sacco CEO Dennis Kirimi (Left) and Chairperson Mark 

Gitonga (Right) addressing journalist during the Sacco's 

Special General Meeting at Yetu Pamoja Investement 

Park in Nkubu.   Photo/Rugendo Antony 

Yetu Sacco Chairperson Mark Gitonga

I
n a groundbreaking initiative aimed at 

revitalizing agriculture and fostering self-

sustainability, Governor Njuki on Tuesday 

launched the Kavando Irrigation Project in 

Igambang'ombe Constituency, heralding a 

promising future for local farmers. 

With a hefty investment of 65 million, the 

project is set to transform Kamwimbi's 

agricultural landscape, enabling residents to 

cultivate maize and a variety of crops year-

round. 

Governor Njuki articulated his vision of 

fostering food security and economic growth, 

driven by the region's favorable agricultural 

climate. 

"Irrigation during the winter months provides 

our farmers with a crucial competitive edge 

when others may struggle with low yields," he 

affirmed.

The governor also addressed pressing 

inf ras t ruc tura l  needs  h ighl ighted  by 

community members by pledging funds for the 

construction of a standard bridge in Riamikuu, 

improvements to Kataniro Road, and plans for 

a new dam in Tharia to further support 

agricultural needs and provide vital water 

resources for cattle.

In a generous gesture to bolster local farming, 

Governor Njuki distributed over 1,000 mango 

seedlings, emphasizing 

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f 

diversified crops for 

both income and food 

security. 

He also ra l l ied the 

community to register 

with the Sha Social 

H e a l t h  A u t h o r i t y , 

ensu r ing  acces s  t o 

comprehensive health 

services.

Local leaders echoed the 

governor's sentiments, 

with Speaker of the Assembly John Mbaabu 

prais ing the Kavando project  for  i ts 

transformative potential.

"This initiative is a cornerstone for sustainable 

development; continued investment in 

infrastructure and agriculture means a brighter 

future for all," he stated.

Nominated MCA Zachary Njagi lauded the 

project's impact on community livelihoods, 

commending Governor Njuki's unwavering 

dedication to the welfare and progress of the 

region.

Yetu Sacco Members during the meeting
A Yetu Sacco member raises a query during the Special General 

Meeting   

By Rugendo Antony

A new dawn for Kamwimbi farmers as Njuki launches Kavando irrigation project 

By Christine Ngitori

Governor Njuki (left) launches the Kavando Irrigation Project.  Photo/Christine Ngitori

Governor Njuki during the commissioning of the Kavondo Irrigation Project 



GOLDEN  SACCOPILLAR
“Together We Prosper”

By Rugendo Antony

Mi tunguu Technica l  Tra in ing 

Institute is among the five technical 

training institutes (TTIs) elevated 

to national polytechnics.

This, according to the government, is aimed at 

enhancing access to quality technical education 

and boosting vocational training opportunities.

The decision was made during a Cabinet 

meeting chaired by President William Ruto at 

State House, Nairobi, November 14.

With this latest upgrade, the number of 

polytechnics in Kenya now stands at 28, 

following the elevation of 13 other institutions 

last year.

Occupying a 52-acre campus, Mitunguu 

Technical Training Institute boasts modern 

infrastructure and a highly 

qualified workforce. Since its 

inception, the institute has 

focused on equipping trainees 

with relevant marketable skills, 

technical expertise, and the 

necessary attitudes to meet the 

current demands of the labor 

market across various sectors, 

including industry, the informal 

sector, and self-employment.

National polytechnics provide 

advanced training in 

a r t i s an ,  c e r t ifica t e , 

diploma, and higher 

d i p l o m a  p r o g r a m s , 

playing a vital role in 

skills development for 

numerous sectors. This 

action aligns with the 

government's initiative 

to establish technical and 

voca t iona l  t r a in ing 

institutions in every 

constituency, furthering 

the goal of achieving 

100% transition rates 

from secondary schools 

to higher education 

institutions.

T h e  e m p h a s i s  o n 

upgrading technical 

education and reforming 

the university system 

represents a critical 

advancement in Kenya's 

educational framework, 

aligning with modern 

challenges and global standards. Unlike 

traditional TTIs, national polytechnics offer 

higher diploma qualifications, receive greater 

government funding to meet infrastructure 

requirements, and are overseen by councils, 

whereas TTIs function under Boards of 

Governors.

In addition to Mitunguu, the other institutions 

elevated to national polytechnic status include 

Michuki TTI, Ol'lessos TTI, Nairobi TTI, and 

Friends College of Research and Technology in 

Kaimosi.

KAMASHINANI FOUNDATION
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Mitunguu Technical Training Institute is now a National Polytechnic

Mitunguu Technical Training Institute students in a civil engineering class Graduates follow up the proceeding of the 1st graduation ceremony in January 2023 

A serene environment at Mitunguu Technical Training Institute. The institute has been 
elevated to the status of a National Polytechnic

Th e  K e n y a  P l a n t  H e a l t h 
Inspectorate Service (Kephis) has 
initiated a sensitization campaign 

aimed at educating farmers in Meru 
County on identifying certified planting 
seeds. 
This move comes in response to a rise in 
cases of fraudulent seed sales in the area, 
leading to the arrest of two individuals for 
selling fake seeds and another three for 
operating without licenses.
Simon Maina, the Director of Seed 
Certification and Plant Variety Protection 
at Kephis, emphasized the importance of 
educating farmers so they can avoid 
counterfeit seeds and ensure they receive 
value for their investments. 
"To combat fake seeds effectively, we 
must inform farmers about how to 

distinguish authentic 
products," he stated.
Maina advised farmers 
t o  pu rchase  s eeds 
e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o m 
l i c e n s e d  v e n d o r s 
known for year-round 
s a l e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n 
opportunistic sellers 
a p p e a r i n g  d u r i n g 
planting seasons. 
He  a l so  no ted  the 
s i g n i fi c a n c e  o f 
Kephis's certification 
s t i c k e r  o n  s e e d 
packages, which allows 
f a r m e r s  t o  v e r i f y 
a u t h e n t i c i t y  v i a  a 
textured panel.
Proper record-keeping 

and reporting practices were also 
emphasized, encouraging farmers not to 
discard receipts or packet labels and 
ensuring seeds are stored in optimal 
conditions to maintain quality.
The Kephis team is actively addressing the 
challenges posed by impersonators in the 
seed market, and Maina called on farmers 
to report any suspicious activity. 
"We are committed to ensuring that our 
farmers have access to quality seeds, 
supporting the growth of healthy crops 
across the region," he concluded.
I m e n t i  N o r t h  D e p u t y  C o u n t y 
Commissioner Odilliah Ndeti called upon 
stockists to maintain accurate records and 
ensure technology leads them toward 
compliance.

Kephis launches campaign to educate
 
Meru based farmers on certified seeds

By Ann Rita Murugi

Kephis Director Simon Maina speaking at the press briefing

By Harun Mugambi

In a bold move to prioritize student safety, the 
Ministry of Education has officially ordered 
the closure of boarding sections in 32 primary 

schools across Meru, Isiolo, and Tharaka Nithi. 
The directive comes on the heels of a sweeping 
compliance assessment that uncovered severe 
safety violations. 
Education PS Dr. Belio Kipsang revealed that 348 
schools nationwide were found to be operating 
without adherence to established safety 
standards, putting countless young lives at risk.
 Key issues included dangerously overcrowded 
dormitories, inadequate fire safety measures, and 
unqualified staff. 
Tragically, this initiative follows a devastating 
dormitory fire that claimed 21 young lives in 
Nyeri County.
In circular dated November 27, Kipsang directed 
regional, county and subcounty directors of 
education to ensure the affected schools do not 
reopen their boarding sections come January 6, 
2025, at the onset of Term 1.
Dr. Kipsang emphasized the need for timely 
communication to affected families, promoting 
transparency and proactive planning during this 
transitional period.

Following the directive issued by the Ministry of 
Education, the following schools have been 
ordered to temporarily close their boarding 
section:
 

Meru County
1. Willy's Academy
2. Linya Academy
3. St. Pius Academy
4. Walter Olsein Academy
5. MCK Kiengu Academy
6. St. Mark Thathimwe
7. EAPC Imani Boarding
8. St. Dominic
9. Mwichiune Learners Academy
10. Sunshine Academy
11. Our Lady Of Mercy Karii 

    Tharaka Nithi County
12.  Gatunga Day & Boarding
13.  Kiorimba Boarding
14. Kabariange
15. Karii ka mburi
16.  Kabuabua
17.  MCK Kamaguna
18.  Marimanti Winners
19.  Kasarani Nehema Academy
20.  Bridge of Mercy Nehema
21.  Turima Junior Academy
22.  Chuka Catholic
23.  Little Flower
24.  Tunyai Newstar
25.  TTC Little Angels
26.  Consolata Primary
27.  The Kithino Learning Centre
28.  Iria Ria Mbogo
29.  Irunduni Higherlife
30.  Makuba Mission

       Isiolo County
31. Brainstar Academy
32. Upper Hill Academy

 
  schools in Meru, Isiolo, and Tharaka Nithi   
Government orders closure of 32 boarding 

Education PS Belio Kipsang

 
 

Meru County  THARAKA NITHI  ISIOLO  

WILLY’S ACADEMY  GATUNGA DAY Et BOARDING  
BRAINSTAR 
ACADEMY  

LINYA ACADEMY  KIORIMBA BOARDING  
UPPER HILL 
ACADEMY  

ST. PIUS ACADEMY  KABARIANGE PRI RY  
WALTER OLSEIN 
ACADEMY  

KARII KAMBURI  

MCK KIENGU ACADEMY  KABUABUA  
ST MARK 
THATHIMWENE  

MCK KAMAGUNA  

EAPC IMANI BOARDING  MARIMANTI WINNERS  

ST DOMINIC  
KASARANI NEHEMA 
ACADEMY  

MWICHIUNE LEARNERS 
ACADEMY  

BRIDGE OF MERCY NEHEMA  

SUNSHINE ACADEMY  TURIMA JUNIOR ACADEMY  
OUR LADY OF MERCY 
KARIEDIF  

CHUKA CATHOLIC  

 LITTLE FLOWER  
 TUNYAI NEWSTAR  
 TTC LITTLE ANGELS  
 CONSOLATA PRIMARY  
 THE KITHINO LEARNING 

CENTRE  
 IRIA RIA MBOGO  
 IRUNDUNI HIGHERLIFE  
 MAKUBA MISSION.  
 

By Ellyjoy Gakii



In the ever-changing landscape of finance, 

one institution is standing tall and redefining 

the rules of wealth accumulation: Solution 

Sacco. 

With a dazzling spectacular 15% dividend payout 

and a 12.5% rebate on members' deposits, 

Solution Sacco has proven to be a veritable 

powerhouse, captivating the interests of seasoned 

investors and newcomers alike. This is not just a 

tale of numbers; it's a gripping saga of innovation, 

good management, and extraordinary progress.

Boasting its stellar reputation as an innovator in 

finance and a champion for community 

empowerment, now is the time for you to consider 

topping up your shares or joining as a new 

member. The welfare of your finances and the 

heights of your ambitions are at your fingertips.

A Legacy of Trust and Empowerment

Since its inception in 1976, Solution Sacco has 

embraced a mission that transcends mere 

banking. With an unwavering commitment to the 

socio-economic prosperity of its members, it has 

cultivated a thriving ecosystem centered around 

trust, collaboration, and empowerment. 

It's not just another financial institution; it's your 

ally in building a prosperous future. Since its 

founding, the Sacco has been a steadfast partner in 

helping thousands of members harness their 

financial potential. Today, with over 30,000 

members, this cooperative spirit is more powerful 

than ever.

Every member's contribution significantly 

bolsters the collective strength of the Sacco, 

creating a vibrant network where ambition meets 

opportunity. 

Imagine being part of a community that genuinely 

cares about your success. Here, every financial 

goal—be it owning a home, starting a business, or 

funding your child's education—is not just a 

distant fantasy, but an achievable goal within your 

grasp. 

Members frequently express how the journey 

with Solution Sacco transforms the essence of 

their financial dreams, making each step of their 

journey toward wealth not only rewarding but 

fulfilling. 

When you step into Solution Sacco, you're not 

merely becoming a member; you're joining a 

family focused on shared growth and success.

The Payout That Changed the Game

To further entice potential and existing members, 

Solution Sacco early this year announced a 

dazzling 15% dividend payout and a 12.5% rebate 

on members' deposits for the last fiscal year. 

This generous return reflects the Sacco's robust 

financial performance, solidifying its status as a 

leading financial institution celebrated for 

delivering impressive results. 

What could be better than seeing your hard-

earned savings work for you? By topping up your 

shares or investing for the first time, you have the 

potential  to  see your investment  grow 

exponentially. 

Moreover, these dividends are not merely 

financial rewards; they represent the relentless 

efforts of the Sacco teams and members working 

in unison toward common goals.

It is about fostering a spirit of community and 

collaboration, investing in each other's success, 

and creating opportunities that benefit all. When 

you invest in Solution Sacco, you become a 

crucial part of this shared vision, and your 

contributions help fuel further growth and 

innovation.

     The Path to Growth is Just a Dial Away!

Getting involved is incredibly easy. You can 

conveniently top up your shares by dialing *686# 

or *687#. In this digital  age, financial 
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Why now is the perfect time to top up your Solution Sacco shares!

Solution Sacco C.E.O Daniel Marete is joined by

some hippo junior account savers at his office  

Celebrated by SASRA as a premier financial institution, Solution Sacco future looks brighter than ever!
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Solution sacco: Transforming lives through financial inclusion and innovation
empowerment has never been more accessible. 

Moreover, these profits don't just represent 

dividends but symbolize the success of a 

community working collaboratively toward a 

common goal.

In a world where financial markets can be 

uncertain and inaccessible, Solution Sacco has 

remarkable reliability, providing you with the 

confidence to bolster your financial position.

The ease of topping up your shares translates 

directly into greater dividends as you reap the 

fruits of your investments, allowing you to focus 

on other essential aspects of your life, such as 

family, career advancement, and personal growth.

          Innovative Financial Success

But what fuels this remarkable growth? The 

secret lies in Solution Sacco's good governance 

and innovative strategies designed to enhance 

member experiences and financial literacy. 

With total assets soaring to Ksh 9.47 billion—up 

from Ksh 8.3 billion in 2022—the Sacco stands as 

a formidable player in the financial market. As 

emphasized by SASRA's CEO, Peter Njuguna, 

Solution Sacco ongoing efforts to empower 

members through comprehensive savings, credit, 

and investment products have garnered 

significant acclaim.

Furthermore, through the establishment of 

adaptable and personable financial products, 

Solution Sacco enables its members to tailor their 

financial plans to meet their specific goals. 

Whether you're planning for retirement, your 

child's education, or a future investment 

opportunity, the Sacco provides the guidance and 

tools to help you build a more secure financial 

foundation.

             Thriving through Challenges

Even amid economic uncertainty, the resilience of 

Solution Sacco shines through. The institution's 

ability to adapt and thrive during challenging 

periods, such as the recent post-COVID-19 

pandemic landscape, has captured the attention of 

many in the financial sector.

 During the previous year, the Sacco witnessed an 

impressive 17% increase in member deposits, 

affirming the trust and loyalty of its member base. 

In this regard, your decision to invest isn't just 

about your financial security; it also 

helps to solidify the collective 

strength of your community, creating 

a ripple effect of positivity and 

growth.

Joining Solution Sacco positions you 

among like-minded individuals who 

wave the banner of shared success. 

When emergency financial demands 

arise, not only do you have immediate 

support through your account, but 

you can also find solace in the 

knowledge that you are part of a 

network eager to share helpful 

resources and valuable insights.

 It's about building the kind of community that 

champions growth, fosters collaboration, and 

engages in mutual uplifting.

Experience the Thrill of Financial Literacy

Solution Sacco offers its members more than just 

financial products; it delivers an exhilarating 

educational  experience.  With engaging 

workshops, dynamic seminars, and personalized 

advice tailored to your unique financial 

landscape, you will find yourself immersed in a 

world that celebrates financial literacy.

Imagine joining a workshop where you learn 

about  persona l  financ ia l  management , 

entrepreneurship, and innovative investment 

strategies.

 As a member, you'll gain the skills needed to 

navigate the complex world of finance 

confidently. The Sacco hosts regular educational 

sessions that focus on the intricacies of managing 

your finances, helping you become aware of 

common pitfalls and best practices.

 Knowledge is your most potent weapon, and 

Solution SACCO's investment in your education 

will empower you to make informed decisions.

Additionally, the emphasis on creating an 

emergency fund ensures you're prepared for life's 

uncertainties. An emergency fund protects you 

and your family from unexpected expenses and 

gives you the stability needed so that you can 

continue to pursue your financial goals without 

derailing your entire budget.

 The Sacco's innovative programs have led to 

Why investing in Solution Sacco shares is the best financial decision you can make!

Solution Sacco officials in patnership with Kenya Forest carry out a

 tree - planting CSR activity 
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members achieving emergency savings goals that 

have saved them during critical times.

Goal-Oriented Savings: Making Dreams 

Achievable

At Solution Sacco, the motto is simple: every 

personal goal should be achievable. Ever thought 

about how satisfying it would be to purchase your 

own home, set up a business, or fund your 

children's dream education? 

With carefully tailored goal-oriented savings 

programs, the Sacco guides its members on 

effective saving methods that lead to substantial 

milestones.

With dedicated support, members can break down 

their financial goals into achievable tasks without 

feeling overwhelmed. The team at Solution Sacco 

is committed to helping you lay down actionable 

plans that keep your aspirations alive and 

thriving.

Members report significant milestones achieved 

within just a few months of implementation. 

Success creates momentum, and the patience to 

achieve your financial goals will yield fruits that 

positively impact not only your life but also those 

around you. 

The pathways to success are paved with shared 

experiences of triumph, magnifying the impact of 

collective effort. Your small investments today 

will compound into significant benefits not only 

for you but also for your community tomorrow.

Invest in Your Future: Opportunities Await!

As a member of Solution Sacco, you open the 

door to a myriad of investment opportunities. 

With innovative financial instruments at your 

disposal—such as shares, fixed deposits, and 

more—your potential for financial growth knows 

no bounds. 

Every time you invest, you are not only investing 

in your future but also contributing to the 

upliftment of your community. This dual 

empowerment paradigm is a hallmark of Solution 

Sacco.

Encouraging long-term savings is a priority, and 

the introduction of competitive interest rates for 

various savings products makes it easier for 

members to build their wealth. 

The act of investing becomes a shared 

commitment to growth, fulfilling broader 

community goals and achieving personal 

financial independence.

By participating in regular investment 

programs, members leverage the power 

of compounding returns. The more you 

contribute and reinvest your dividends, 

the greater your financial growth 

potential becomes.

Solution Sacco provides you with the 

insights and resources needed to 

optimize your investment strategy.

Accessibility Meets Efficiency

Further heightening the appeal of 

j o i n i n g  S o l u t i o n  S a c c o  i s  i t s 

commitment to accessibility. With an 

expanding network of branches across Meru, 

Isiolo, Laikipia, Nairobi, Marsabit, Tharaka 

Nithi, Kitui, and Mombasa, banking services 

have never been more accessible. 

Need to make a deposit, withdrawal, or payment? 

The choice is yours—visit one of the many 

convenient locations or utilize mobile services 

like Chapaa Mkononi & Moderator Loans.

Solution Sacco firmly understands that 

convenience is key to member satisfaction. 

Innovative partnerships with local mobile service 

providers enable members to access loans swiftly 

while simplifying banking transactions, ensuring 

that help is just a call or text away. 

Whether you're conducting daily transactions or 

embarking on major financial undertakings, 

everything you need is readily available.

And let's not underestimate the power of the 

Solution Sacco Verve Card! This innovative card 

allows you to shop securely, withdraw cash at 

ATMs, and make payments effortlessly. Say 

goodbye to cumbersome banking—your journey 

to financial freedom has never been simpler!

Innovative Loan Products Designed for You

Let's face it—life happens, and sometimes we 

need a little financial assistance. The Sacco overs 

various reasonable and convenient loan products 

such as Imarika Loan! 

This unique offering allows you to fund your 

aspirations—be it a delightful vacation, an 

exciting venture, or even emergency expenses. 

With a repayment period of up to five years it 

provides a hassle-free solution that aligns 

perfectly with your financial goals.

The Imarika Loan is designed to meet your 

immediate financial needs while allowing you to 

maintain peace of mind regarding repayment. For 
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Saving Plan

SAVING:

Invest smartly and unlock limitless wealth with Solution Sacco!

Some Solution Sacco staff and board member present school items

 to a beneficiary as a way of promoting members of the society  

Members of the Sacco follow up the proceedings of a 

past AGM meeting   



those looking for innovative, community-first 

solutions to financial hurdles, this is a fantastic 

option.

Additionally, for members interested in collective 

financial growth, the Chama Account offers an 

excellent solution.

Gather your friends, family, or members of your 

community to pool resources together, and enjoy 

high-interest earnings without monthly fees while 

investing in each other's successes.

 With collective financial initiatives becoming 

increasingly popular, this option promotes 

collaboration among community members, 

leading to shared successes and improved 

financial health.

Transform Your Lifestyle!

Every remarkable journey begins 

with a single step. Your story of 

fi n a n c i a l  e m p o w e r m e n t 

commences the moment you decide 

to join Solution Sacco. 

This decision goes beyond mere 

saving; it's about leaving behind a 

legacy, transforming opportunities 

in to  real i t ies ,  and changing 

lives—both yours and those around 

you.

Imagine the thrill of waking up each 

day knowing that your financial 

goals are not only possible but 

within reach. You're not just part of 

an organization; you're welcomed into a 

community dedicated to uplifting each other and 

celebrating the success that comes with 

perseverance and dedication.

Moreover, Solution Sacco caters to diverse needs 

and aspirations, understanding that no two 

financial journeys will be identical. 

Whether you are a newcomer just starting on your 

financial path or a seasoned investor looking to 

optimize your portfolio, the guidance and support 

provided remain steadfast.

The integration of modern technology into the 

Sacco's framework only amplifies the excitement 

of  jo in ing.  From user- f r iendly  mobi le 

applications to engaging online workshops, 

members have the tools and resources to embark 

on their financial journeys with confidence. 

So, what are you waiting for? Now is the time to 

take action! Don't let another moment pass you 

by. Unlock your financial future with Solution 

Sacco today, and become a vital part of a thriving 

community where aspirations are nurtured and 

unparalleled possibilities await.

Thrilling Future Awaits You!

As you consider the countless 

advantages of Solution Sacco, 

r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h i s 

organization stands as a 

t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e 

transformative power of 

community-driven financial 

initiatives.

 Wi th  a  commitment  to 

member educat ion,  easy 

access to banking, and an 

unwavering focus on shared 

success ,  Solut ion Sacco 

emerges as more than just a 

financial institution; it serves 

as a catalyst for personal, 

familial,  and community 

growth.

Finally, don't just aspire—act! 

Open the door to your bright 

future by joining Solution 

SACCO, where every deposit 

is not just a step toward wealth; 

it's a commitment to greatness. Together, we rise, 

we succeed, and we celebrate! 

Become part of this enriching journey. Top up 

your shares, invest in your future, and witness 

how your dreams evolve into reality with Solution 

Sacco by your side. Are you ready to take that 

transformative step? The time is now! 
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Join the financial revolution and reap rich rewards today!

Some of Solution Sacco staff members pose for a photo during 

the customer service week  

�e Board of Management, Shareholders and Members of 
Sta�wish you a Happy festive season of Christmas 

and New year 2025.
We sincerely thank you for patnering with us and 

trusting our services.
In 2025, we promise to up our game in excellent service 

delivery, with tailor-made products and services 
that suit all your financial needs.

      Asanteni sana! 

Seasonal GreetingsSeasonal Greetings
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Meru Teaching and 

Referral Hospital is 

a l ready  reap ing 

significant benefits from a 

newly installed 227-kilowatt 

peak solar energy system, 

which has saved the facility 

approximately Sh1 million in 

electricity costs during its first 

month of operation. 

This project is part of the Solar 

Hospital Innovation for Energy 

L e a s i n g  D e m o n s t r a t o r 

(SHIELD), led by Oxford 

U n i v e r s i t y ' s  A s s o c i a t e 

Professor Jacob McKnight. 

The initiative aims to promote sustainable and 

affordable energy solutions in public hospitals 

across Africa.

Dr. Gikunda Mungania, the Meru County 

Health Executive, expressed gratitude for the 

transformative potential of the solar project, 

highlighting that the hospital previously faced 

monthly power bills up to Sh3 million. 

Professor  McKnight  underscored the 

significance of the project, stating that it not 

only provides reliable electricity but saves 

funds that can be redirected to improve 

healthcare services. 

He indicated that the solar installation is 

gathering data on operational efficiency while 

exemplifying a model of green energy 

implementation for other health facilities.

"By showcasing the viability of solar energy, 

we aim to address the healthcare challenges 

faced by vulnerable populations," McKnight 

affirmed. 

The project may expand to other counties under 

similar leasing arrangements.

Professor Jasper Micheni, Chair of the MTRH 

Board, urged healthcare workers to leverage 

the solar power system in their daily operations 

to maximize savings.
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T
he Ministry of Health has commenced a 

three-day workshop focused on Drug 

and Substance Abuse Control, which 

brings together stakeholders from six counties, 

including Kirinyaga, Embu, Tharaka Nithi, 

Meru, Isiolo, and Marsabit. 

The workshop aims to raise awareness about the 

impacts of drug abuse, enhance the capacity of 

healthcare professionals and community health 

promoters, and enforce tobacco control 

measures. 

Naomi Shaban, Chairperson of the Tobacco 

Control Board, highlighted the need for updated 

awareness regarding laws governing tobacco 

use and other substances, recognizing that drug 

marketing strategies have evolved since the 

regulations were established in 2007.

Meru County Commissioner Jacob Ouma 

stressed the importance of combating drug 

abuse, noting its profound societal effects, 

including family breakdowns and youth 

disenfranchisement.

Dr. Andrew Toro, Head of Drug and 

Substance Abuse Control at the Ministry of 

Health, articulated the necessity of a 

multisectoral approach, asserting that 

reaching young people is crucial to protecting 

future generations from drug abuse.

The final day of the workshop will involve a 

public forum where community members can 

express  the i r  concerns ,  fos te r ing  a 

collaborative effort to combat drug abuse 

effectively.

Additionally, Meru University of Science and 

Technology is contributing to the initiative by 

exploring research avenues and offering 

educational programs on drug abuse while 

seeking to upgrade its healthcare facilities.

Dr. George Mungania, the Meru County Health 

Executive, confirmed plans to develop a 

rehabilitation center aimed at providing support 

for those struggling with addiction. 

Continued on page 13... 

Meru Teaching and Referral Hospital 
saves millions with solar power initiative

Oxford University Associate Professor Jacob McKnight leads the grid-
connected solar power initiative at Meru Teaching and Referral 

Hospital (MTRH)

By Peris Mugambi

Ministry intensifies fight against
rising drug and substance abuse

Tobacco Control Board Chairperson Naomi Shaban
 speaks to journalists on the sidelines of the workshop

By Peris Mugambi

A group of participants attending the workshop

As the fight against Gender-Based 

Violence (GBV) gains urgency, Isiolo 

County leaders and activists have called 

on the government to take immediate action by 

setting up a dedicated rescue center for survivors. 

The demand comes amid increasing reports of 

violence against women and children and the 

pressing need for safe havens where victims can 

find refuge and support.

The clarion call echoed during the launch of the 

16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based 

Violence at Kambi ya Juu police post grounds. 

Speakers  unanimously  condemned the 

continuous challenges survivors face due to the 

absence of a secure facility that offers protection 

from their perpetrators. Advocacy organizations 

currently rescuing victims are incurring 

additional costs, as they are forced to transport 

survivors to safe centers in neighboring Meru 

County—a burden that many simply cannot bear.

Winnie Masai, Executive Director of Inform 

Action, expressed the frustration felt by those in 

the field: “Every time we rescue a victim, we 

struggle to transfer them to Meru, where they can 

pursue justice safely. Many organizations lack 

the financial resources necessary to facilitate 

these moves, leaving survivors with little choice 

but to return to the very environments that 

endangered them.”

The heartbreaking reality is that many women 

and children subjected to violence hesitate to 

report their experiences. The fear of reprisals 

from their abusers looms large, pushing them 

back into silence. “The hard economic times have 

worsened family dynamics, leading to increased 

domestic tensions. Parents are shifting their 

frustrations onto their children, leaving these 

young ones vulnerable and afraid,” lamented 

women's rights advocate Grace Lolim.

In a positive development, County Gender Chief 

Officer Nura Diba announced that the Isiolo 

County government has allocated Sh5 million for 

the establishment of a rescue center at the Isiolo 

Teaching and Referral Hospital. Diba believes 

this facility will significantly bolster the fight 

against GBV by providing victims with 

immediate protection and support.

The commitment to tackling GBV extends 

beyond government efforts. Nathan Maingi, 

Chairperson of the National Council of Churches 

Kenya (NCCK) Isiolo branch, affirmed the role 

of religious leaders in raising awareness about the 

dangers and prevalence of GBV. “We will not 

relent until we see a tangible reduction in these 

crimes,” he stated.

While the government lays down plans, another 

challenge looms over the fight against GBV— a 

substantial lack of accurate data. Asha Mukhtar 

from Inform Action highlighted the grave 

implications of this absence: “What we currently 

have is fragmentary data. Each organization 

collects its own statistics, leading to confusion 

instead of clarity. We need centralized data to 

formulate effective strategies.”

The urgency of this call to action was further 

underscored by Sarah Fetsus, team lead of Haki 

ni  Yetu,  a  consort ium of civi l  society 

organizations. “Collaboration is key. We cannot 

end violence against women in silos,” she 

asserted.

The campaign kick-off was graced by Caroline 

Naikena, commissioner of the National Gender 

and Equality Commission, who reiterated the 

government's dedication to eradicating GBV. 

Naikena emphasized the economic impact of 

such violence—nearly Sh60 billion is spent every 

year just to provide treatment and support for 

survivors, funds that could otherwise be allocated 

to development projects. 

As this year's 16 Days of Activism unfolds, under 

the theme “Unite to Invest,” the emphasis is on 

collective action and commitment from all 

sectors of society to eradicate violence against 

women and children. With the growing incidence 

of femicide, often perpetrated by individuals 

known to the victims, the urgency of a united 

front against these atrocities has never been more 

pronounced.

Isiolo County urged to establish rescue center for 
  Gender  Based Violence survivors amid rising concerns

NGEC Commissioner Caroline Naikena (center) alongside community women leaders during the 

launch of the 16 Days of Activism against GBV in Isiolo

By Harun Mugambi
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GREENWOOD CITY MALL

Refurbished Gakoromone open-air market

Tharaka Nithi

More than 375 young 

individuals from 

underserved communities 

in Meru County have successfully 

completed a three-day training 

program focused on fundamental 

business skills. 

This initiative was organized by 

Community Roads Empowerment 

( C O R E ) ,  a  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 

o rgan i za t i on  engaged  i n  road 

rehabilitation projects within Meru 

town.

The participants, hailing from 15 

d i ff e r e n t  y o u t h  g r o u p s ,  a r e 

beneficiaries of CORE who previously 

underwent 40 days of hands-on training 

in road rehabilitation using Do nou 

technology. The training aims at 

helping the young people to establish 

companies centered around road 

construction.

Supported by the Japan Social 

Development Fund (JSDF) through the 

World Bank, CORE aims to enhance 

the social and economic status of its 

beneficiaries by guiding them to form 

companies and small micro-enterprises 

(SMEs)  and  ass i s t ing  them in 

registering these enterprises at Huduma 

centers.

The training featured expert instruction 

from CORE officials, covering various 

critical topics such as an overview of 

entrepreneurship, its role in economic 

development, sources of business 

i d e a s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  b u s i n e s s 

opportunities, and understanding the 

entrepreneurship ecosystem. 

Additionally, participants received 

valuable lessons on record-keeping, 

financial literacy, business proposals, 

r i s k  m a n a g e m e n t ,  b u d g e t i n g , 

bookkeeping, and procurement.

D u r i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  C O R E 

Coordinator Amos Biwott encouraged 

beneficiaries to capitalize on this rare 

opportunity. 

"This is a unique chance to lay a strong 

foundation for your future. Such 

training is typically costly, so embrace 

this free learning experience," he 

urged.

The initial phase of CORE's project 

focuses on building capacity and 

p r o m o t i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  r o a d 

maintenance  technology whi le 

enhancing livelihood prospects for 

participants. 

According to Paul Mboya, CORE's 

Safeguards Specialist, the program is 

designed not only to improve the road 

network but also to create employment 

opportunities for youth and foster self-

reliance within the community.

"We want to empower the community 

to believe in its ability to thrive 

independently," noted project engineer 

George Kaluma.

By Christine Ngitori

CORE empowers 375 youths  

By Duncan Mwirigi

Youth participate in a business skills training session organized by Community Road 
Empowerment (CORE)

In the heart of Isiolo, a surge in 

violence against women and 

gir ls  has  sparked local 

women's groups into action, 

launching grassroots initiatives 

aimed at halting these alarming 

human rights abuses. 

Leading the charge is the Sacred 

Heart Mapenzi Women Group, a 

dynamic Village Savings and 

Loaning Association (VSLA) 

that's redefining its mission from 

merely supporting breastfeeding 

mothers  to empowering i ts 

members  financ ia l ly  whi le 

advocating for safe and supportive 

communities.

In just the past two years, this inspiring group of 

women, aged 30 to 55, has taken a strong stand against 

Gender-Based Violence, particularly targeting 

vulnerable casual laborers in Bulapesa, Wabera, and 

Burat wards. Their commitment was ignited by a heart-

wrenching incident involving a fellow worker who 

collapsed from hunger while washing clothes in a local 

home. 

 “When we rushed her to the hospital, we discovered 

she hadn't eaten for days. That moment galvanized us to 

fight for better working conditions and welfare for all 

casual laborers,” Chairperson Sabera Mukasa recalls.

Through awareness campaigns, the group has been 

enlightening the community about the broader 

spectrum of violence—the misconception that it only 

encompasses sexual or physical abuse. 

“If someone hires a helper and doesn't provide basic 

sustenance, that's a violation of human rights,” Mukasa 

emphasizes.

Record keeper Joyce Wambui highlights their mission 

to safeguard rights not just within homes but across 

businesses, ensuring respect and fair treatment for 

everyone.

Drawing in male allies, Stephen Muthoi urged local 

men to join the initiative, underscoring the often-

ignored issue of male victimization. “Men can't stay 

silent anymore. I joined the women's group to share my 

voice and find support for my challenges,” he said.

Kuresha Bille, a VSLA educator and advocate for 

human rights, champions collective action as a 

powerful tool for change. “The more we speak out 

against violence, the closer we get to a society where 

everyone's rights are honored,” she 

declared, urging other groups to 

unite in this crucial battle.

As the festive season approaches, 

Wa s o  C h i e f  J a m e s  C h u c h u 

commended the group's efforts, 

reminding parents to remain vigilant 

about their children's safety and 

social interactions to prevent 

violations.

The women's  group recent ly 

celebrated a successful year, 

distributing over Sh800,000 during 

their end-of-year event at Sacred 

Heart village, with aspirations to 

collaborate with other organizations 

committed to ending violence in all 

forms.

Isiolo women call for action  over
 increasing Gender  Based Violence

Chairperson Sabera Mukasa of the Sacred Heart Mapenzi Women Group passionately 

addressing journalists about their fight against violence 

and advocating for women's rights in Isiolo

By Harun Mugambi

Kuresha Bille (right) poses with fellow members of the women's group

 during the shareout event held at Sacred Heart in Bulapesa Ward, Isiolo

with business skills in Meru
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narrowly lost to Muthomi Njuki in the 2022 
gubernatorial elections. 
After receiving 58,152 votes against Njuki's 
97,151, Professor Njoka is banking on the 
support he garnered during his previous run and 
his impressive track record as the Vice 
Chancellor of Chuka University. 
Known for transforming the educational 
landscape of Tharaka Nithi by establishing 
Tharaka University and initiating various 
development projects aimed at enhancing local 
livelihoods, Njoka is leveraging his academic 
pedigree to appeal to the electorate.
“Prof Njoka is not just a candidate; he's a 
builder. He understands the nuances of 
development. Tharaka needs a visionary 
thinker!” commented Fredrick Mutembei who 
is Njoka's enthusiastic supporter on Twitter.

                Kareke Mbiuki: The veteran MP
Kareke Mbiuki, the longest-serving MP in the 
region since his election in 2007, is determined 
to use his experience to clinch the gubernatorial 
seat. 
As an insider within the United Democratic 
Alliance Party, Mbiuki boasts an extensive 
network and an understanding of the local 
political terrain.
His supporters highlight his historical 
contributions to Tharaka Nithi as evidence of 
his capability to lead at the county level.
“The experience Mbiuki brings to the table is 
essential for a seamless transition in leadership. 
His practical knowledge allows him to tackle 
issues head-on,” Edwin Gitonga, a political 
commentator noted in a trending Twitter thread.

              Susan Ngugi: The rising star
Adding a fresh perspective to the contest is 
Susan Ngugi, who has rapidly ascended from 
her previous role as an MCA to Woman 
Representative. 
Her philanthropic initiatives, particularly 
through the Susan Mwindu Rescue Services, 
have resonated well with voters. 
Ngugi aims to become the first female governor 
of Tharaka Nithi, following the footsteps of her 
counterpart, Kawira Mwangaza, the Meru 
County Governor.
“Ngugi represents a new wave of politics—a 
compassionate leader who genuinely cares for 
her community. She is exactly what Tharaka 
Nithi needs to break the mold. However she will 
be competing with very strong candidates and 
whoever  uses  the  bes t  s t ra tegy  wi l l 
win,”Ellyjoy Kawira, a political pundit told 
County Focus

G i t o n g a  M u r u g a r a :  T h e  p o l i t i c a l 
powerhouse
Gitonga Murugara, another strong contender, 
has been elected MP twice and is a major player 
in this race. 
He is primarily campaigning as an advocate for 
the development of local infrastructure and has 
focused on engaging with constituents on 
pressing issues facing Tharaka Nithi residents. 
He has frequently highlighted his dedication to 
public service through his social media 
platforms.

               Governor Njuki's role
However, the potential candidates are not the 
only players in this political game. As the 
incumbent governor prepares his transition to 
the senatorial race, the significant weight of the 
gubernatorial seat hangs delicately in the 
balance.
Political analysts suggest that Governor Njuki's 
endorsement will be pivotal in shaping the 
political fate of one of these candidates.
“Njuki's influence could dictate who wins this 
race," remarked Peter Mwenda a local political 
analyst. “Any of the candidates with his 
backing will likely emerge the victor. He has the 
resources and connections that can tip the 
scales.”
Nevertheless, Governor Njuki has publicly 
distanced himself from the ongoing political 
maneuvering, insisting he will not endorse any 
candidate for the governorship. 
“Everyone should fight for themselves. I only 
have one vote. Talking to any of the contestants 
does not mean I favor them over the others,” he 
emphasized during a recent press conference.

This declaration, however, has done little to 
quell speculation. Supporters and opponents 
alike are analyzing the nuances of his 
statements, suggesting that his actions will 
ultimately speak louder than words. 
Social media is abuzz with predictions about 
which candidate Njuki might potentially 
collaborate with or support behind the scenes.

The role of Deputy President Kithure 
Kindiki
Adding to the intrigue is the influence that 
Deputy President Kithure Kindiki is likely to 
have over this election. 
As a prominent political figure, his involvement 

could shape both endorsements and public 
sentiment. 
Candidates are striving to position 
themselves as loyal allies of Kindiki to 
galvanize support among his followers.
Mbiuki has openly defended his ties to 
Kindiki, dismissing claims from rivals that 
he is not a supporter. 
“Prof Kindiki does not rely on rumors and 
petty politics. He knows his allies, and my 
focus remains on addressing the genuine 
issues affecting my people,” Mbiuki stated.
Meanwhile, commentary on social media 
reflects a captivating mix of intrigue and 
speculation. 
“I can't wait to see how Kindiki's influence 
plays into this race. The alliances formed 
could be game-changers!” Eliud Mbaka, a 

residents told The County Focus
With the political climate in Tharaka Nithi 

heating up, all eyes are on these four candidates 
as they prepare to battle it out in what promises 
to be one of the most fiercely contested 
gubernatorial elections in recent memory. 
The political dynamics—which hinge on party 
affiliations, past records, and emerging 
loyalties—are bound to keep voters on their 
toes.
A consensus remains: whoever emerges as the 
victor of the 2027 gubernatorial race will 
undoubtedly feel the pressure of legacy, as they 
strive to navigate the complex landscape 
shaped by their predecessors and the power 
players of the region. 
With Tharaka Nithi's future at stake, the 
question looms large: Who will ultimately hoist 
the crown? Only time will tell.
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From right - Mwenda Gataya (Senator Tharaka Nithi), Patrick Munene (MP Chuka Igambang’ombe), Kareke 

Mbiuki (MP Maara), Governor Muthomi Njuki, Tharaka Nithi Deputy Governor Wilson Nyaga alias Muisraeli,

Gitonga Murugara (MP Tharaka), Susan Mwindu (Woman Rep Tharaka Nithi)- left 

Prof Erastus Njoka (Right) and Susan Mwindu (Woman Rep Tharaka Nithi) Maara MP Kareke Mbiuki (right) and Tharaka MP Gitonga Murugara  

Power Players: Deputy President Kithure Kindiki (left) and Governor Muthomi Njuki-Two influential
 figures shaping the landscape of the 2027 Gubernatorial elections.

Four contenders are seeking to succeed Njuki in Tharaka Nithi;
 Njoka, Mwindu, Kareke and Murugara to battle it out in 2027
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By Ann Rita Murugi

The phrase “Justice delayed is justice 

denied,” often attributed to Martin 

Luther King Jr., encapsulates a 

profound truth about justice and its critical role 

in society. It serves as a reminder that justice 

must be delivered promptly for it to hold any 

real meaning.

Significant delays in legal processes, social 

interventions, or personal grievances can lead 

to feelings of deprivation among individuals, 

ultimately undermining their rights and 

entitlements.

In a vibrant democracy, the integrity and 

functionality of the electoral process are 

paramount. However, the current extended 

timelines for adjudicating impeachment and 

election-related petitions in Kenya seriously 

jeopardize the democratic principles of 

accountability and representation.

Citizens and public figures alike find 

themselves ensnared in a web of uncertainty, 

which erodes trust in our democratic 

institutions. It is imperative that the Parliament 

of Kenya take decisive action to reform 

existing laws, ensuring these petitions are 

resolved expeditiously – ideally within a six-

month timeframe.

At its core, democracy must be responsive to 

the will of the people. Prolonged delays in 

impeachment and election petition proceedings 

r i s k  d i s t o r t i n g  e l e c t o r a l  o u t c o m e s , 

undermining public confidence in elected 

officials, and creating a governance vacuum 

that affects society at large.

Moreover, elected officials entangled in 

lengthy impeachment processes operate under 

a cloud of suspicion, detracting from their 

ability to effectively serve their constituents. It 

is akin to a ship anchored in a storm, unable to 

navigate turbulent seas.

A streamlined resolution process is not merely 

a procedural necessity; it is fundamental for 

fostering accountable governance.

Consider the case of the impeached Meru 

County Governor, Kawira Mwangaza. 

Prolonged legal battles have not only created 

uncertainty around her leadership but also 

stifled crucial governance and development 

initiatives in the county.

Such delays contribute to a sense of unrest 

among the public, complicating an already 

volatile political landscape.

Now is the time for both Parliament and the 

Judiciary to rise to the occasion and establish 

clear timelines for resolving 

these critical cases, enhancing 

efficiency and upholding 

accountability within our legal 

system.

As Ecclesiastes 3:17 reminds 

us,  “God will  judge the 

righteous and the wicked, for 

there is a time for every matter 

and for every work.” When 

justice takes too long, the very 

fabric of democracy begins to 

fray.

Moreover, the protracted 

n a t u r e  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t 

procedures could lead to voter 

fatigue and diminished civic engagement. 

When the status of elected officials remains 

u n r e s o l v e d  f o r  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d s , 

disillusionment sets in among the electorate.

Psalm 82:3 urges us to “Give justice to the 

weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of 

the afflicted and the destitute.” By ensuring that 

elections and related petitions are addressed 

promptly, government organs can revitalize 

democratic participation, empowering citizens 

to hold their representatives accountable in 

real-time.

In closing, I affirm that King's words serve as a 

moral and ethical call to ensure that justice is 

served swiftly. Justice is not merely a legal 

concept; it is a fundamental human right. 

Society has a duty to protect and uphold 

individual rights, necessitating active efforts to 

eliminate delays in justice.

King's message was a call for societal change, 

urging individuals and leaders to take action 

against injustices instead of accepting them as 

the status quo.

His statement resonates as a rallying cry for 

advocates of civil rights, prompting them to 

advance reforms that facilitate the quicker 

resolution of grievances. True justice must be 

accessible and timely to hold any real value in 

our lives.

The time for reform is now. Parliament and the 

Judiciary play critical roles in shaping the 

health of our democracy through the timely 

resolution of impeachment and election-related 

petitions.

By enacting these proposed changes, these 

institutions will not only enhance the 

functionality of democratic processes but also 

restore public confidence in government.

An empowered citizenry – armed with the 

knowledge that their representatives can be 

swiftly held accountable – will strengthen the 

rule of law and uphold the principles of our 

democratic society.

The challenges are substantial, but the 

opportunity for fostering a robust and resilient 

democracy for future generations is equally 

immense, echoing the wisdom of Proverbs 

21:15: “When justice is done, it is a joy to the 

righteous, but terror to evildoers.”

Mwingirwa Linguli is the Communications 

Director, Methodist Church in Kenya

Time for reforms: Ensuring timely resolution of impeachment and election-related petitions
By Mwingirwa Linguli

OPINION

In the lush landscapes of Mount Kenya East 

region, where vibrant cultures and traditions 

thrive, a dark and pervasive evil lurks beneath 

the surface: gender-based violence (GBV). As 

communi t ies  grapple  wi th  economic 

challenges and traditional gender roles, the 

alarming prevalence of GBV demands urgent 

attention and action. It is time for us to confront 

this pervading issue head-on,not only for the 

sake of the victims but for the stability and 

progress of our society as a whole.

Despite significant strides towards gender 

equality in recent years, women in the Mount 

Kenya East region continue to experience 

violence at alarming rates. According to 

various local reports, intimate partner violence 

remains one of the most prevalent forms of 

GBV, often exacerbated by factors such as 

poverty, cultural norms, and lack of education. 

Women face assault, emotional abuse, and even 

murder, all too often in silence, burdened by 

stigma and the fear of repercussions.

One of the most troubling aspects of GBV in 

this region is its intergenerational nature. 

Young boys and girls, growing up in 

environments where violence is normalized, 

may internalize these destructive dynamics. A 

culture of silence perpetuates this cycle, 

creating a society where both men and women 

are trapped—men feel pressured to conform to 

toxic masculinity, while women remain 

confined by fear and limited opportunities.

E n g a g i n g  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i n 

conversations about GBV is cri t ical . 

Community leaders, educators, and local 

organizations must rise to the occasion, 

creating safe spaces for dialogue. Awareness 

campaigns must challenge the harmful 

stereotypes that enable GBV to flourish. It is 

essential to educate all members of society on 

the equality of genders, emphasizing that 

violence is never a solution, irrespective of the 

circumstances.

Moreover, to combat GBV effectively, a 

multifaceted approach is necessary. The legal 

framework surrounding domestic violence 

must be strengthened and enforced. Law 

enforcement agencies should receive training 

on handling GBV cases with sensitivity and 

urgency, ensuring that victims feel safe and 

supported in coming forward. Support 

services, including shelters, helplines, and 

counseling, should be readily available and 

accessible to those in need.

Engagement of men as allies in the fight against 

GBV is also crucial. By involving men in 

discussions about healthy relationships and 

consent, we can dismantle harmful norms that 

condone violence. Men must understand their 

role in nurturing a society that upholds respect 

and equality, breaking the cycle of violence that 

has persisted for far too long.

Additionally, better economic opportunities for 

women can be a powerful catalyst for change. 

Empowering women through education and 

vocational training not only promotes financial 

independence but also shifts power dynamics 

within communities.  Women who are 

economically empowered are more likely to 

advocate for their rights and less likely to 

remain in abusive situations.

However, addressing GBV is not solely the 

responsibility of women or marginalized 

groups; it requires a collective effort from all 

sectors of society. Government institutions, 

NGOs, community groups, and individuals 

must unite in this cause, pooling resources and 

expertise to create a robust support system for 

victims.

We must also turn our gaze inward and confront 

our own biases and behaviors. Each of us has a 

role to play in this fight, whether by challenging 

our own perceptions, standing up against 

violence when we witness it, or supporting 

those who have been affected. 

The time for action is now. The people of 

Kenya have the potential to foster a culture of 

respect, dignity, and equality. By taking a stand 

against gender-based violence and working 

together to implement solutions, we can pave 

the way for a safer, healthier, and more 

equitable future for all. Only then can we 

transform our rich cultural heritage into a 

legacy that honors and protects every 

individual, free from the shadows of violence 

and fear.

The unseen assault: Addressing Gender-Based Violence in the society

Governor Kawira Mwangaza (centre) is accompanied by her lawyers 

during her impeachment hearing at the Senate
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Stories by Antony MukasaSports

In a pivotal development for local football, 

the Football Kenya Federation (FKF) 

elections held on November 14, 2024, across 

Meru, Isiolo, and Tharaka Nithi counties have 

ushered in new leadership committed to 

revitalizing the sport in the region. 

The elections drew significant participation from 

stakeholders and football fans, marking an 

important move towards improved governance, 

enhanced transparency, and the revival of 

grassroots football initiatives.

In Meru County, former Al-Azizia FC president 

Benson  Gi tonga  Kanyuru  and  fo rmer 

municipality ward representative Elias Murega 

Julius emerged victorious, securing the 

cha i rmansh ip  and  v ice -cha i rmansh ip , 

respectively, with a decisive 17 votes to 3 against 

their opponents, Alex Muriuki and David 

Mutwiri. 

Additionally, Nicholas Mugambi claimed the 

Secretary General role with 17 votes, defeating 

James Kirimi, who received 3 votes. 

Jediel Gitonga Ntika was elected treasurer, 

garnering 14 votes against Joseph Mburu’s 4. 

Elizabeth Kananu and Collins Gakaria emerged 

as the Youth and Women Representatives 

respectively, with Kananu receiving 17 votes 

versus Sophia Mwendwa's 3, while Gakaria 

secured 13 votes, surpassing 

Kelvin Mwiti's 7.

Hussein Kadir was elected as 

the chairman of the FKF in 

I s i o l o  C o u n t y ,  w i t h 

Mohammed Molu set to serve 

as his deputy. They will lead 

the county's football activities 

for  the  next  four  years , 

a longside  newly e lected 

Secretary General Boniface 

Mwenda and representatives 

M o h a m m e d  M a o w  a n d 

Madina Dika for Youth and 

Women's affairs, respectively.

In Tharaka Nithi County, 

Daniel Hibich Ikunga was 

e l e c t e d  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n ' s 

chairman.  The remaining 

representatives will continue in their roles as no 

challengers were put forward to trigger a 

competitive election.

Each newly elected leader is likely to encounter a 

range of managerial challenges. In Meru, the 

focus will be on addressing issues such as 

improving the infrastructure for local teams, 

enhancing youth and women engagement, 

Capacity building to referees,Club officials, 

Coaches and other stakeholders and fostering a 

culture of accountability within the federation. 

The same awaits Isiolo's leadership, alongside 

the need to tackle the lack of resources and 

facilities while promoting inclusivity in all 

football programs. 

Meanwhile, in Tharaka Nithi, revitalizing 

interest in football, Harmonizing leagues to curb 

the issue of players participating in Multiple 

teams at  the same time and attracting 

sponsorships are essential tasks ahead, even as 

the leadership seek to fully win the trust of soccer 

lovers in the county .

As these leaders settle into their roles, the 

emphasis will be on overcoming these obstacles 

to ensure a thriving football community across 

all three counties.

In the bustling streets of Nairobi, a young 

dreamer, Hillary Mukasa first tasted the sweet 

thrill of football on the dusty pitches of Loresho 

Primary School.

Surrounded by his friends' cheers, Hillary's heart 

ignited with passion, setting him on a remarkable 

journey filled with ambition, challenges, and glory.

Under the warm embrace of the Nairobi sun, the 

community's youth converged at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church, united by a common love for the game. It 

was here that Hillary's talent caught light, as he 

excelled in his KCPE exams and secured a coveted 

spot at Kakamega High School—the heartbeat of 

Western Province football.

At Kakamega High, Hillary's life was transformed. 

Guided by the legendary Coach Chris Makokha—an 

academic and athletic icon—Hillary absorbed 

invaluable lessons that would shape his future. “Let 

the ball kiss the grass,” Coach Makokha would say, a 

mantra that resonated deeply with the young athlete. 

Under his guidance, Hillary was immersed in a 

world of football prowess, learning from seasoned 

players and honing his skills.

However, the journey was riddled with trials. As a 

junior player competing against seasoned athletes, 

Hillary initially found himself as a ball boy for the 

senior squad. Yet, instead of stifling his spirit, this 

setback ignited an insatiable thirst for improvement. 

He scrutinized legendary teams, committed to 

intense training, and continually pushed his limits.

Every school holiday, Hillary sharpened his skills 

further with the Army's Water Works junior team, 

where discipline was paramount. It was here he 

learned from players who would wear the national 

colors, sowing the seeds of his future success.

After graduating from Moi University, the journey 

took another twist—Hillary transitioned from player 

to coach at Kenya Methodist University (KeMU). 

This didn't dim his 

fiery passion for 

the game; instead, 

it propelled him to 

the pitch. Under 

the guidance of 

the late  James 

Sianga, Hillary's 

vision as a coach 

b e g a n  t o 

crystallize.

 His leadership 

skills flourished, 

leading both the KeMU Queens and KeMU FC to 

remarkable victories, including the National 

University Games championship and the coveted 

Kenya Women Premier League title.

In a milestone moment for Kenyan football, six 

players from KeMU earned spots on the Harambee 

Stars team, proudly representing the nation in the 

African Women Cup of Nations. Among them, 

Cheris Avilia delivered a historic goal against 

Algeria, galvanizing the country with pride and 

hope.

The journey, however, was not without its 

challenges. The COVID-19 pandemic tested the 

resilience of both players and coaches alike. 

But from this adversity emerged a stronger KeMU 

FC, earning a promotion to the FKF Division 2 

League in 2021, driven by standout performances 

from top scorer Meshack Bwire.

Through it all, the lessons from Coach Makokha 

reverberated in Hillary's heart: football is not merely 

about victories, but the beauty of collaboration and 

respect. 

Today, Hillary Mukasa shines as a beacon of hope 

for Kenyan football, weaving his story into the 

national fabric of the sport.

By Gitari Dominic

New faces in football leadership as new officials are elected

Benson Gitonga Elias Murega Julius Nicholas Mugambi Jediel Gitonga

Elizabeth Kananu Collins Gakaria Hussein Kadir Daniel Hibichu

(FKF Isiolo branch 

chairman)

(FKF Tharaka Nithi 

branch chairman)

(FKF Meru branch 

chairman)

(Vice - chairman) (Secretary General) (Treasurer)

(Woman Rep) (Youths Rep)

Meet the ex-ball boy behind 

By Gitari Dominik

Hillary Mukasa

the mighty KeMU football team

Me r u  C o u n t y  W o m a n 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l i z a b e t h 

K a i l e m i a  h a s  o ffi c i a l l y 

inaugurated the Women's Football Nyambene 

Edition Tournament, aimed at raising 

awareness about Gender-Based Violence 

(GBV) in the region. 

During the launch held at Akuune Primary 

School in Athiru Rujine Ward, Igembe 

C e n t r a l ,  K a i l e m i a  h i g h l i g h t e d  h e r 

commitment to addressing GBV, which is 

notably prevalent in Meru. 

A report released on July 2023 identified 

ranked Meru County third most affected 

nationally by GBV incidents at 38 percent.

"This alarming trend has deeply affected 

women and families in our communities," 

Kailemia lamented, emphasizing that GBV 

represents a severe violation of human rights 

with devastating physical and psychological 

impacts that transcend class and race.

"Nationally, one in three women will encounter 

GBV in their lifetime, and we cannot allow this 

grim reality to persist unchallenged," she 

stated. 

The tournament intends to empower women to 

showcase their resilience and unify against 

violence. 

Stressing that GBV is a community 

issue hindering development and 

peace, she urged everyone to join 

forces in combating it. 

Kailemia addressed the economic 

toll of GBV, which adversely affects 

productivity and places an undue 

burden on healthcare and justice 

systems.

"The tournament is more than 

competition; it's a call to action," she declared. 

"We've lost too many women to violence; it's 

time to take a decisive stand."

Congratulating the MP for her initiative, Elias 

Murega, Chairman of the Meru County 

Football Kenya Federation (FKF), commended 

the tournament's potential as a platform for 

GBV advocacy.

The tournament will commence at the ward 

level, with winning teams progressing to the 

constituency level. 

The ultimate victors of the Nyambene Edition 

will receive cash prizes, thereby incentivizing 

participation while delivering a strong 

message: "Enough is Enough – End GBV in 

Meru County."

Kailemia launches women's football 

By Harun Mugambi

Kailemia greeting players during the tournament

A player strikes the ball during the tournament

tournament to combat GBV in Meru
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Kitengela Branch
+254 (0) 20 800 6078
Kitengela Branch

Kionyo Branch
+254 (0) 20 800 6078
Kionyo Market

Kinoro Branch
Kinoro Market
+254 (0) 20 2o26143

Chuka Branch
+254 (0) 64 5051399
Chuka Town

Head Office
Nkubu Branch
+254 (0) 64 5051399
Opp. Methodist Church, 
Mikumbune Rd, Nkubu 

Nairobi Branch
+254 (0) 20 218 1909
Magamano Building, 
Ground Flr, Lagos 
Rd Nairobi

Meru Branch
+254 (0) 20 200 1119
Meru Town

SCHOOL

ADMISSION

Contact us:

0720 424 736/0716 894 249

Playgroup

Pp1 & 2

Grade 1- 6

Visit us:

Gitimbine, off Mati road

200Mtrs from Meru - 
Nairobi Highway

We have qualified & 
friendly staff
We guarantee balanced
 diet

Open for registration 
in the following classes:

We have spacious 
classrooms
We have a reliable mode
 of transport

ABOUT US:

We are a CBC accredited
 center

VICTORS ACADEMY
 - GITIMBINE -

Junior Secondary

JANUARY
2025

INTAKE IS
 ONGOING

Tharaka Nithi County is bracing itself for an 
electrifying performance in the arena of politics as 
four strong candidates gear up for the 2027 

gubernatorial contest. 
The race is expected to be a veritable clash of titans, with 
individuals from various political backgrounds jostling 
for the position that has significant influence in the 
region. 
Political pundits, analysts, and social media users have 
already begun to weigh in on the emerging dynamics, 
which could be shaped by the influence of Deputy 
President Kithure Kindiki and outgoing Governor 

Muthomi Njuki.
The headline contenders making their bid for the coveted 
seat include Professor Erastus Njoka, Tharaka MP 
Gitonga Murugara, Woman Representative Susan Ngugi, 
and Maara MP Kareke Mbiuki.
Each candidate comes with a formidable set of 
credentials and a vision for the future of Tharaka Nithi, 
but only time will reveal who will emerge victorious in 
this complex and multifaceted political landscape.

        Professor Njoka: The scholar turned politician
Leading the charge is Professor Erastus Njoka, who 

Tharaka Nithi gearing for a bruising battle 
 as four candidates seek to succeed Njuki

Prof Erastus Njoka Maara MP Kareke Mbiuki

By Rugendo Antony

Continued on page 13...

Tharaka Nithi Woman 

Representative Susan 

Ngugi Mwindu

Tharaka MP Gitonga Murugara

 adresses attendees during a

 graduation party 
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